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Programa | Course Description

Unidade Curricular | Course Unit
Topicos Avangados de Linguistica: Aquisi¢ao da Linguagem - Topicos em
Sintaxe| Advanced Topics in Linguistics: Language Acquisition - Topics in
Syntax

Caddigo da UC | UC Code
LIN8.920118

Créditos ECTS | ECTS Credits
12 ECTS

Horas de Trabalho | Work Hours
336H (12 ECTS)

Ciclo de Estudos | Level

Doutoramento | PHD

Ano lectivo e semestre | Academic year and Semester
2024/2025, S2

Nome do(s) docente(s) | Faculty

Ana Lucia Santos

Turma | Class

TP 1

Lingua de ensino | Language of instruction

Portugués

Programa de Turma | Class Description
A. perspetivas tedricas sobre aquisicao das linguas e o modelo particular da Gramatica Generativa:
(i) o debate atual: perspetiva generativista vs. perspetiva usage-based; (ii) o papel do input e a
perspetiva usage-based (e a relevancia dos estudos sobre bilinguismo, incluindo casos de aquisigdo
de linguas de heranga).
B. temas centrais em aquisicdo da sintaxe: (i) ordem de palavras, movimento do verbo e a
arquitetura funcional da frase; (ii) infinitivos raiz e sujeitos nulos nos primeiros estadios de aquisicdo;

Alameda da Universidade, 1600-214 Lisboa | T. +351 217 920 000 | info@letras.ulisboa.pt | www.letras.ulisboa.pt 1/3



(iii) aquisicao de estruturas que envolvem movimento-A’: alguns dados de aquisi¢do de relativas e
clivadas; (iv) aquisicao de estruturas que envolvem movimento-A: o caso da aquisicdo da passiva e
de estruturas de elevacgdo; (v) aquisicao de estruturas de controlo; (vi) as relagdes complexas entre
desenvolvimento lexical, semantico e sintatico e a hipdtese de bootstrapping sintatico.

C. metodologias de trabalho em aquisicdo da sintaxe: (i) produgdo espontdnea; (ii) trabalho
experimental: producdo, compreensao e juizo de gramaticalidade.

A. Theoretical perspectives on language acquisition and the Generative model: (i) the current
debate opposing the Generative model and the Usage-based model; the role of the input and the
Usage-based perspective.

B. Key topics in the acquisition of syntax: (i) word order, verb movement and the functional
structure; root infinitives and null subjects in the first stages of development; (iii) acquisition of
structures involving A’-movement: data concerning the acquisition of relative clauses and clefts; (iv)
acquisition of structures involving A-movement: passives and raising; (v) acquisition of Control
structures; (vi) complex relations between lexical, semantic and syntactic development and the
hypothesis of syntactic bootstrapping.

C. Research methods in the acquisition of syntax: (i) spontaneous production; (ii) experimental
research: production, comprehension and grammaticality judgment.

Avaliacdo | Grading and Assessment
a) Exercicio escrito final: 35%
b) Trabalho escrito final, discutido (durante o semestre) com a docente: 55%
c) Participagao em aula (resolugdo de pequenos exercicios, discussao de textos): 10%

a) Final exam: 35%
b) Final written project (discussed during the semester and orally presented in class): 55%
c) Participation in class (small assignments, discussion of papers): 10%

Bibliografia | Bibliography

Becker, M. & Deen, K. U. (2020). Language Aqcuisition and development. A generative introduction.
Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press.

Blom, E. & Unsworth, S. (Eds.) (2010). Experimental Methods in Language Acquisition Research.
Amsterdam / Philadelphia: John Benjamins.

Freitas, M. J. & Santos, A. L. (Eds.) (2017). Aquisi¢cdo de lingua materna e ndo materna: Questdes gerais
e dados do Portugués. Berlin: Language Science Press.

Guasti, M. T. (2016). Language Acquisition. The Growth of Grammar. 2nd edition. Cambridge, Mass:
MIT Press.

Lidz, J., Snyder, W. & Pater, J. (2016). The Oxford Handbook of Developmental Linguistics. Oxford:
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Oxford University Press.

Lust, B. & Foley, C. (Eds.) (2004). First Language Acquisition. The Essential Readings. Oxford: Black-well
Publishing.

de Villiers, J. & Roeper, T. (Eds.) (2011). Handbook of Generative Approaches to Language Acquisition.
Dordrecht: Springer.

Requisitos (se aplicavel) | Prerequisites (if applicable)
Conhecimentos de sintaxe na perspetiva tedrica da Gramatica Generativa, que os alunos poderdo
obter através da frequéncia da UC de 12 semestre Sintaxe: Aspetos Centrais da Teoria Sintatica.

Knowledge of syntax in the perspective of Generative Grammar - which the students may obtain
during the first semester by attending the curricular unit Syntax: Central Aspects of the Theory of
Syntax.
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