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Programa | Course Description

Unidade Curricular | Course Unit
Religioes em Africa | Religions in Africa

Caddigo da UC | UC Code
HIS2.922175

Créditos ECTS | ECTS Credits
6 ECTS

Horas de Trabalho | Work Hours
168H (6 ECTS)

Ciclo de Estudos | Level

Licenciatura | BA

Ano lectivo e semestre | Academic year and Semester
2024/2025, S2

Nome do(s) docente(s) | Faculty

José Augusto Nunes da Silva Horta

Turma | Class

TP 1

Lingua de ensino | Language of instruction

Portugués

Programa de Turma | Class Description

Conteldos programaticos principais:

1. Religido, religides em Africa, experiéncias religiosas — da identificagdo dos lugares-comuns
judaico-cristdos aos conceitos operatdrios; teorias antropoldgico-sociolégicas da religido: as
matrizes fundadoras; a abordagem cognitiva e seus limites.

2. Religides de origem africana: do reconhecimento de denominadores comuns mais frequentes a
pluralidade — através de estudos de caso analisam-se dimensdes culturais, sociais e politicas das
experiéncias religiosas.

3. Isldo em Africa: expansdo e seus agentes e processos; inter-relagdes com as religides locais;
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diversidade regional; transformacdes contemporaneas: radicalizacdo do Isldao e o Jihadismo do
século XXI.

4. Cristianismos em Africa: expansdo interna; etapas de “cristianizacdo” de origem ocidental e os
limites da traducdo; transformacgdes recentes — a emergéncia das igrejas independentes africanas
e o crescimento actual das igrejas neo-pentecostais.

Main program contents:

1. Religion, religions in Africa, religious experiences - from the identification of Judeo-Christian
commonplaces to operative concepts; anthropological-sociological theories of religion: the founding
matrices; the cognitive approach and its limits.

2. Indigenous religions in Africa: from the recognition of common denominators to plurality - case
studies analyze the cultural, social, and political dimensions of religious experience.

3. Islam in Africa: expansion and its agents and processes; interrelations with local religions; regional
diversity; contemporary transformations: radicalization of Islam and jihadism in the 21st century.
4. Christianity in Africa: internal expansion; stages of "Christianization" of Western origin and the
limits of translation; recent transformations - the emergence of African independent churches and
the current growth of neo-Pentecostal churches.

Avaliacao | Grading and Assessment

Os métodos de avaliagao baseiam-se em trés componentes e respectivas ponderagdes: 1. a elaboragado
de um trabalho de iniciagdo a investigacao de fontes, apresentado por escrito e oralmente (40%); 2. a
realizacdo de um teste escrito presencial (40%); 3. a participagdo nas aulas, incluindo uma
apresentacao oral e respectiva sintese escrita (20%).

The evaluation methods are based on the following assignments: 1. an initial research paper on
primary sources, presented in written and oral form (40%); 2. a written test in class (40%); and 3.
participation in class debates, including an oral presentation and its critical summary in written form
(20%).

Bibliografia | Bibliography

ALMEIDA, Carlos, 2021. “Christianity in Kongo”, Thomas SPEAR (ed.), Oxford Research

Encyclopedia of African History [versdo portuguesa facultada pelo autor].

BERLINER, David , SARRO, Ramon (eds.), 2007. Learning Religion: Anthropological Approaches, New
York/Oxford, Berghahn Books.

DIAS, Eduardo Costa (s.d.), “Confrarias Mugulmanas e Movimentos de Da’wa: duas concepc¢des de isldo
no Oeste Africano”, El Islam al Sur del Sahara [e outros textos do autor]

GIFFORD, Paul, Christianity, 2015. Development and Modernity in Africa, London, Hurst & Company.
GONCALVES, Anténio Custédio (ed.), 2004. O Isldo na Africa Subsariana, Porto, CEAUP.

Faculdade de Letras da Universidade de Lisboa 2/3



GORDON, David M., Invisible Agents: Spirits in a Central African History, Athens, Ohio University Press,
2012.

OLUPONA, Jacob K. (ed.), 2011. African Spirituality: Forms, Meanings and Expressions, New York, A
Herder and Herder Book.

NGUDIANKAMA, Adrien Nginamau (ed.), 2023. Kimbanguism 100 Years On. Interdisciplinary Essays on
a Socio-Cultural Movement, Cham, Palgrave Macmillan.

RIO, Knut, MACCARTHY, Michelle e BLANES, Ruy (eds), 2017. Pentecostalism and Witchcraft.
Contemporary Anthropology of Religion, Cham, Palgrave Macmillan.

ZEHNLE, Stephanie, 2020. A Geography of Jihad - Sokoto Jihadism and the Islamic Frontier in West
Africa, Berlim, Gruyter.

Requisitos (se aplicavel) | Prerequisites (if applicable)

Sem pré-requisitos

None
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