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Course Description

Course Unit
Great Questions in Modern Literatures

UC Code
MOD5.921659

ECTS Credits
12 ECTS

Work Hours
336H (12 ECTS)

Level
MA

Academic year and Semester
2024/2025, S2

Faculty
Chiara Nifosi

Class

TP 1

Language of instruction

English

Class Description

The present course revolves around Charles Baudelaire and his legacy in the immediate aftermath
of his life as well as for the development of lyric poetry in the 20th-century. Through the in-depth
analysis of his two collections, Les Fleurs du Mal and Le Spleen de Paris, we will navigate the complex
landscape of the European lyric in the post-romantic era and tackle the formation of a modern poetic
consciousness. As a privileged point of entry into issues of urbanization, industrialization, progress,
and social justice, Baudelaire’s poetic corpus reveals a stratification of concerns that range from
aesthetics to philosophy to sociology. These concerns translate into the restless search for a new
poetic idiom and new poetic forms, such as the prose poem, which strive to fix modernity into
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durable artistic expression. During the semester, we will also consider Baudelaire’s prose
production, which reflects the evolution of taste and sensibility in such fields as art and music
criticism, social and anthropological analysis. Finally, each component of the course will allow us to
put Baudelaire in dialogue with other authors who are largely indebted to him, such as the later
symbolist generation, Avant-Garde and modernist poetry.

Grading and Assessment
Students will be graded based on the following components: course attendance and participation in
the class discussion; regular posts on course website (Moodle); final argumentative paper. The exact
grade breakdown will be available in the finalized syllabus.
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Prerequisites (if applicable)

Course taught in English. Reading skills and oral/written proficiency in the language are necessary.
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